BY-LAWS 

OF  THE 


MASSACHUSETTS 
CHARITABLE  MECHANIC 
ASSOCIATION 


1961 


.1 


4 


.V 


}i 


*;  rf 


vj 


MASSACHUSETTS 
CHARITABLE  MECHANIC 
ASSOCIATION 


ORGANIZED  at  The  Green  Dragon  Tavern 
IN  1795  WITH  Paul  Revere  as  President 


MASSACHUSETTS 
CHARITABLE  MECHANIC 
ASSOCIATION 

1795-1961 

A charitable  organization  incorporated  to  hold 
property,  relieve  the  distresses  of  unfortunate  me- 
chanics and  their  families,  to  promote  inventions 
and  improvements  in  the  mechanic  arts,  by  granting 
premiums  for  said  inventions  and  improvements; 
and  to  assist  young  mechanics  v^^ith  loans  of  money. 
Our  motto  '‘Be  Just  and  Fear  Not.''  Authorized  to 
hold  real  and  personal  estate  to  value  of  $4,400,000. 
The  Association  of  those  who  conduct  those  powers 
in  their  operations  will  prove  highly  beneficial  in 
promoting  mutual  good  offices  and  fellowship;  in 
assisting  the  necessitous,  encouraging  the  ingenious, 
and  in  rewarding  fidelity. 

Qualifications  for  Membership  as  amended 
in  1961.  Any  master  mechanic,  manufacturer,  en- 
gineer, or  architect,  engaged  in  an  established  busi- 
ness for  himself,  or  any  owner  or  part  owner  who  is 
also  an  executive  officer  of  an  established  manufac- 
turing, engineering,  or  other  allied  business  may  be 
eligible  for  membership.  He  must  be  not  less  than 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  a citizen  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  of  good  moral  character,  in  good 
health,  be  proposed  by  a member,  be  approved  by 
a majority  of  the  Board  of  Government,  receive 
three-fourths  of  the  votes  of  the  members  of  the 
Association  present  and  voting  at  a regular  called 
meeting,  his  name  as  a candidate  being  printed  on 
the  notices  of  such  meeting,  and  within  three 
months,  subscribe  his  name  to  the  By-Laws.  Fee 
$75.00,  dues  $5.00,  no  other  expenses. 

Officers  — President,  Vice  President,  Secretary- 
Treasurer,  Assistant  Secretary-Treasurer,  Assistant 
to  Secretary-Treasurer,  Board  of  Government  of 
thirteen  Trustees,  three  Trustees  of  the  Gharity 
Fund,  nine  members  of  the  Gommittee  of  Relief, 
five  members  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  five 


members  on  the  Committee  on  Education,  eight 
members  for  the  Planning  Activities  Committee, 
four  members  on  the  Building  Committee,  seven 
members  as  Membership  Committee. 

Honorary  Members  have  been  George  Wash- 
ington, John  Adams,  John  Quincy  Adams,  Presi- 
dents of  the  United  States;  General  Lafayette,  Dr. 
Melvin  M.  Johnson;  living  honorary  members,  Hon. 
Channing  H.  Cox  and  Hon.  Leverett  Saltonstall. 

Locations  — The  Association  leased  Faneuil  and 
Quincy  Halls  for  its  festivals,  exhibitions,  etc.,  leased 
a hall  on  Tremont  Street  as  a meeting  place,  reading 
room  and  library,  purchased  an  estate  in  Bowdoin 
Square,  then  converted  it  into  a hotel  named  the 
Revere  House.  In  1857,  land  w^as  obtained  and  a 
building  erected  at  the  comer  of  Chauncy  and  Bed- 
ford Streets,  additions  being  made  in  1869.  In  1878, 
a large  wooden  stmcture  was  erected  in  Park  Square 
for  a Triennial  Exhibition.  Three  thousand  people 
were  seated  at  the  banquet.  In  1880,  land  was  pur- 
chased on  Huntington  Avenue  and  the  cornerstone 
of  Mechanic's  Building  was  laid  March  15,  1881. 

Activities  — In  the  past  the  Association  was 
prominent  in  participating  in  parades;  laying  the 
cornerstone  in  public  buildings,  held  public  festivals 
from  1799;  granted  premiums  for  best  specimens  of 
manufactures,  scholarships  were  awarded;  courses  of 
lectures  were  given  on  scientific  subjects;  an  eve- 
ning school  for  the  benefit  of  apprentices  was 
established;  also,  a school  for  instmction  in  writing, 
arithmetic  and  drav^dng.  The  first  library  of  its 
kind  established  for  mechanics  and  apprentices  in 
1820.  A trade  school  was  started  in  1877  by  the 
Association  in  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Tech- 
nology. The  Association  participated  in  celebrating 
the  introduction  of  water  into  the  City  of  Boston  in 
1848.  The  Manufacturers  and  Mechanics  Bank  was 
organized  by  the  Association.  The  Association  raised 
money  to  complete  Bunker  Hill  Monument  and  in 
1843  took  part  in  the  celebration  of  its  completion. 
The  Benjamin  Franklin  Statue  in  front  of  Boston 
City  Hall  was  presented  to  the  City  in  1856  by  the 


Association.  Contributed  money  for  relief  of  Chelsea 
fire  sufferers  and  for  the  preservation  of  Paul  Re- 
vere's  home  in  North  Square.  Established  a trade 
school  in  Mechanic's  Building  in  1900;  provided 
Mechanic’s  Building  for  the  public,  many  years  at 
considerable  financial  loss.  Massachusetts  State 
Guard  and  Red  Cross  given  use  of  building  free  dur- 
ing emergencies.  The  Association  contributed 
$5,000  to  Mississippi  and  Nev^  England  flood  suf- 
ferers. 

Recent  Activity  and  present  location  of  Asso- 
ciation: Upon  the  sale  of  Mechanic’s  Building  the 
Association  gave  the  Thompson  Academy,  Curry 
College,  Salvation  Army,  Medford  Police  Youth 
Program,  Morgan  Memorial  and  a number  of 
churches  of  several  faiths,  various  usable  material 
which  we  did  not  put  in  storage.  The  Benjamin 
Franklin  Original  Printing  Press  was  loaned  to  the 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  for  a museum  dis- 
play. The  No.  1 Howard  Davis  watch  and  other 
early  mechanical  apparatus  was  loaned  to  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  for  display.  Paintings  of  George 
Washington  and  of  Harrison  Gray  Otis  were  loaned 
to  the  Harvard  Club.  The  Association  has  engraved 
plates  by  Paul  Revere  representing  Boston  Massacre 
and  landing  of  the  British  troops  in  Boston.  Paul 
Revere’s  snuff  box  is  in  custody  of  the  presiding 
President.  In  1959-1960,  the  Association  donated 
funds  for  programs  and  equipment  sponsored  in  the 
name  of  our  Association  to  the  Museum  of  Science, 
Franklin  Technical  Institute,  Junior  Achievement 
of  Eastern  Massachusetts,  and  to  the  Boston  Archi- 
tectural Center.  The  Association  moved  from  Me- 
chanic’s Building  to  temporary  offices  in  the  Hotel 
Lenox  and  in  1960  moved  to  offices  in  the  Engi- 
neers Club,  96  Beacon  Street.  Lunches  are  served 
at  the  club  without  expense  to  members  at  the  An- 
nual and  Quarterly  meetings,  and  to  the  monthly 
meetings  of  the  Board  of  Government,  also  at  the 
various  committee  meetings.  We  hold  a Triennial 
Banquet  and  for  the  past  two  years  have  had  an 
annual  Ladies’  Night. 
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ACT  OF  INCORPORATION 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six. 

An  Act  to  incorporate  Jonathan  Hunnewell,  and  others,  into  a Society 
by  the  name  of  the  Massachusetts  Charitable  Mechanic  Associa- 
tion. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
in  the  General  Court  Assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
Jonathan  Hunnewell,  and  all  those  who  have,  or  may  hereafter  asso- 
ciate with  him,  be  and  they  are  hereby  incorporated  and  made  a body 
politic,  by  the  Name  of  the  Massachusetts  Charitable  Mechanic 
Association,  and  by  that  name  shall  be  known  in  Law,  and  shall  be 
capable  of  suing  and  being  sued,  and  shall  have  power  to  have  and  keep  a 
common  Seal,  to  make  by-laws  for  the  election  of  their  Members  and 
Officers,  the  Collection  of  Assessments,  the  regulation  of  their  Meetings, 
and  the  appropriation  of  their  Funds  for  charitable  uses;  but  shall  not 
have  power  to  make  by-laws  and  regulations  for  any  other  purposes 
whatsoever. 

Sect.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Corporation  shall  have 
power,  and  shall  be  capable  in  Law  to  purchase,  have,  hold,  use,  take, 
possess,  retain  and  enjoy  in  fee  simple,  or  otherwise,  any  personal  or  real 
Estate  within  this  Commonwealth,  not  exceeding  the  value  of  Forty 
Thousand  Dollars  in  real  Estate,  and  Ten  Thousand  Dollars  in  personal 
Estate,  and  the  same  to  sell,  alien  and  dispose  of  at  their  pleasure. 

Sect.  3.  Beit  further  enacted.  That  the  annual  income  of  said  Corpo- 
ration shall  only  be  employed  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  distresses 
of  unfortunate  Mechanics  and  their  families,  to  promote  inventions  and 
improvements  in  the  Mechanic  Arts,  by  granting  premiums  for  said 
inventions  and  improvements;  and  to  assist  young  Mechanics  with  loans 
of  money. 

Sect.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Corporation  shall  be  and 
continue  for  and  during  the  term  of  ten  years,  imless  the  Legislature  shall 
within  that  time  see  fit  to  dissolve  the  same. 

Sect.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  Jonathan  Hunnewell,  Benjamin 
Russell  and  Francis  Wright  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered  to  call  the  first  meeting  of  the  said  Corporation,  by  giving 
notice  of  the  time  and  place  thereof  in  two  of  the  Newspapers  printed  in 
Boston,  thirty  days  at  least  before  the  time  of  such  meeting. 
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Act  of  Incorporation 

In  the  House  of  Representatives ^ March  7,  1806.  This  Bill,  having  had 
three  several  readings,  passed  to  be  enacted. 

Timothy  Bigelow,  Speaker. 
In  Senatey  March  5,  1806.  This  Bill,  having  had  two  several  readings, 
passed  to  be  enacted. 

H.  G.  Otis,  President. 

March  8j  1806. 

By  the  Governor  approved.  Caleb  Strong. 

True  copy.  Attest:  John  Avery,  Secretary. 


In  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

An  Act  continuing  the  Massachusetts  Charitable  Mechanic 
Association. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives y in  General 
Court  assembledy  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  Massachusetts 
Charitable  Mechanic  Association,  incorporated  by  an  Act,  entitled  an 
Act  to  incorporate  Jonathan  Hunnewell,  and  others,  into  a Society  by 
the  Name  of  the  Massachusetts  Charitable  Mechanic  Association, 
shall  and  may  remain  and  continue  a Corporation,  with  all  the  legal  powers 
and  privileges  the  same  now  enjoys,  for  and  during  the  term  of  ten  years, 
from  and  after  the  time  limited  for  the  duration  of  said  Corporation  by 
the  act  aforesaid. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives y February  26 y 181 4.  This  Bill,  having 
had  three  several  readings,  passed  to  be  enacted. 

Timothy  Bigelow,  Speaker. 

In  Senatey  February  28 y 181 4.  This  Bill,  having  had  two  several 
readings,  passed  to  be  enacted. 

John  Phillips,  President. 

February  28y  I8I4. 

By  the  Governor  approved.  Caleb  Strong. 

True  copy.  Attest:  John  Avery,  Secretary. 


In  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-six. 

An  Act  continuing  the  Massachusetts  Charitable  Mechanic 
Association. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives y in  General 
Court  assembledy  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  Massachusetts 


5 


Act  of  Incorporation 

Charitable  Mechanic  Association,  incorporated  by  an  Act,  entitled  an 
Act  to  incorporate  Jonathan  Hunnewell,  and  others,  shall  and  may 
remain  a Corporation  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Legislature  from  and  after 
the  time  limited  for  the  continuation  of  said  Corporation  by  an  Act,  passed 
on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fourteen;  with  the  same  powers  and  privileges  it  now  enjoys,  excepting  that 
its  personal  and  real  estate  may  amount  to  one  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
and  that  it  may  establish  schools  and  libraries  for  the  use  of  apprentices, 
and  the  improvement  of  the  Arts. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives y February  11,  1826.  This  Bill,  having 
had  three  several  readings,  passed  to  be  enacted. 

Timothy  Fuller,  Speaker. 

In  Senate,  February  H,  1826.  This  Bill,  having  had  two  several 
readings,  passed  to  be  enacted. 

Nath.  Silsbee,  President. 

February  15,  1826.  Approved.  Levi  Lincoln. 

A true  copy.  Attest:  Edward  D.  Bangs,  Secretary. 


In  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  Massachusetts 
Charitable  Mechanic  Association. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  in  General 
Court  assembled,  arid  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows:  The  Massa- 
chusetts Charitable  Mechanic  Association,  are  hereby  authorized  to 
hold  real  and  personal  estate  of  the  value  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
in  addition  to  the  amount  they  are  now  authorized  to  hold;  and  the  income 
of  the  same  shall  be  applied  to  the  same  purposes  as  are  specified  in  the 
former  acts  concerning  said  Association. 

House  of  Representatives,  March  16,  1848.  Passed  to  be  enacted. 

Francis  B.  Crowninshield,  Speaker. 

In  Senate,  March  18,  1848.  Passed  to  be  enacted. 

Zeno  Scudder,  President. 

March  18,  1848.  Approved.  George  N.  Briggs. 

Secretary's  Office,  March  24,  1848.  I certify  the  within  to  be  a true 
copy  of  the  original  acts. 

William  B.  Calhoun,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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Act  of  Incorporation 

In  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-nine, 

t An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  Massachusetts 
Charitable  Mechanic  Association. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  in  General 
Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows:  The  Massa- 
chusetts Charitable  Mechanic  Association  is  hereby  authorized  to 
hold  real  and  personal  estate  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
in  addition  to  the  amount  it  is  now  authorized  to  hold;  and  the  income  of 
the  same  shall  be  applied  to  the  same  purposes  as  are  specified  in  the  former 
acts  concerning  said  Association. 

House  of  Representatives,  May  7,  1869.  Passed  to  be  enacted. 

Harvey  Jewell,  Speaker, 

In  Senate,  May  8,  1869.  Passed  to  be  enacted. 

Robert  C.  Pitman,  President^ 
May  10,  1869.  Approved.  William  Claflin. 

Secretary's  Office,  May  12, 1869.  I certify  the  within  to  be  a true  copy 
of  the  original  acts. 

Oliver  Warner,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


In  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  Massachusetts 
Charitable  Mechanic  Association. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  in  General  Court 
assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows:  The  Massachusetts 
Charitable  Mechanic  Association  is  hereby  authorized  to  hold  real  and 
personal  estate  to  the  value  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  addition 
to  the  amount  it  is  now  authorized  to  hold;  and  the  income  of  the  same 
shall  be  applied  to  the  same  purposes  as  are  specified  in  the  former  acts 
concerning  said  Association. 

House  of  Representatives,  April  23,  1880.  Passed  to  be  enacted. 

Charles  J.  Noyes,  Speaker, 

In  Senate,  April  23,  1880.  Passed  to  be  enacted. 

Robert  R.  Bishop,  President. 

April  23,  1880.  Approved.  John  D.  Long. 

Secretary's  Department,  Boston.  May  5,  1880.  A true  copy. 

Witness  the  Seal  of  the  Commonwealth. 

(Signed)  Henry  J.  Coolidge, 

Deputy  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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Act  of  Incorporation 

In  the  year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-five. 

An  Act  relative  to  the  Powers  of  the  Massachusetts  Charitable 
Mechanic  Association. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  in  General  Court 
assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows:  The  Massachusetts 
Charitable  Mechanic  Association  is  hereby  authorized  to  hold  real  and 
personal  estate  to  the  value  of  four  million  dollars  in  addition  to  the  amount 
it  is  now  authorized  to  hold;  and  the  income  of  the  same  shall  be  applied 
to  the  same  purposes  specified  in  the  former  acts  concerning  said  Association. 

House  of  Representatives,  February  6,  1925.  Passed  to  be  enacted. 

John  C.  Hull,  Speaker. 

In  Senate,  February  12,  1925.  Passed  to  be  enacted. 

Wellington  Wells,  President 

February  16,  1925.  Approved.  Alvan  T.  Fuller. 


By  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  when  first  incorporated  this 
Association  was  allowed  to  hold  property,  real  and  personal,  to  the 
amount  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  which,  in  1826,  was  increased  to  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars;  in  1848  it  was  increased  to  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars;  in  1869  to  three  hundred  thousand  dollars;  in  1880, 
to  six  hundred  thousand  dollars;  in  1925  to  four  million  dollars  in 
addition  to  the  amount  it  is  now  authorized  to  hold.  Originally,  the 
officers  of  the  Association  were  a president,  vice-president,  treasurer, 
nine  trustees,  and  secretary,  constituting  the  board  of  government. 
In  1813  a committee  of  relief  was  chosen,  consisting  of  three  members. 
During  the  years  following  the  number  increased,  and  since  1829  it  has 
been  nine.  The  number  of  trustees  remained  nine,  until  1849,  when  it 
was  increased  to  twelve,  and  so  remained  until  1898,  when  it  was  made 
thirteen.  At  first  the  membership  fee  was  seven  dollars,  — five  dollars 
for  the  general  fund  and  two  dollars  for  the  funeral  fund,  with  an  annual 
assessment  of  one  dollar.  The  funeral  benefit  was  forty  dollars.  In 
1823  the  membership  fee  was  raised  to  ten  dollars  and  the  annual  to 
two  dollars.  In  1S42  the  membership  was  raised  to  fifteen  dollars,  and 
in  1849  wa's,  graduated  according  to  the  age  of  the  candidate,  ranging 
from  fifteen  to  twenty-five  dollars.  Later  it  was  raised  to  twenty-five 
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dollars  for  the  youngest  and  fifty  dollars  for  the  oldest;  and  still  later 
it  was  made  seventy-five  dollars  for  those  more  than  sixty  years  of  age. 
In  the  meantime  the  funeral  benefit  had  been  raised  to  seventy-five 
dollars.  But  in  1894  the  membership  fee  was  made  twenty-five  dollars 
for  all  alike  and  no  funeral  benefit  was  allowed  for  the  families  of  those 
joining  after  that  date.  The  annual  dues  are  now  five  dollars  and  the 
membership  fee  is  seventy-five  dollars.  The  pa3nnent  of  stated  sums 
monthly  to  indigent  members  and  their  widows  began  in  1812,  and  has 
continued  without  interruption  to  this  time.  The  total  amount  paid 
out  in  this  way  is  over  five  hundred  ninety  thousand  dollars.  The 
Association  was  organized  in  1795  with  eighty-three  members.  Since 
its  organization  about  three  thousand  four  hundred  have  joined. 
Paul  Revere  was  the  first  president. 

This  is  the  twenty-second  edition  of  the  By-Laws  issued  by  the 
Association  since  it  was  incorporated,  — the  first  having  been  in  the 
same  year — 1806.  Other  editions  followed  in  the  years  1814,  1822, 
1829,  1834,  1838,  1842,  1849,  1855,  1861,  1879,  1889,  1895,  1899,  1903, 
1907,  1915,  1917,  1920,  1927  and  1950.  Previous  to  1889  each  edition 
was  called  the  “Constitution,^^  but  at  that  time  the  opinion  was  held 
that  the  original  Act  of  Incorporation  was  virtually  our  Constitution, 
and  that  the  regulations  formulated  under  that  authority  were  By- 
Laws;  and  since  that  time  this  practice  has  been  followed. 

In  these  several  editions  changes  in  the  provisions  have  been  made 
to  conform  to  the  demands  of  business  and  the  customs  of  the  people, 
leaving  little  resemblance  at  this  time  to  the  original  code. 


MASSACHUSETTS 
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PREAMBLE 

It  is  universally  admitted  that  the  combined  operations  of  the 
mechanic  powers  have  been  the  source  of  those  useful  inventions  and 
scientific  arts  which  have  given  to  polished  society  its  wealth,  conven- 
iences, respectability,  and  defence,  and  which  have  ameliorated  the 
condition  of  its  citizens.  Rational,  then,  is  the  inference  that  the 
association  of  those  who  conduct  those  powers  in  their  operations  will 
prove  highly  beneficial  in  promoting  mutual  good  offices  and  fellowship; 
in  assisting  the  necessitous,  encouraging  the  ingenious,  and  in  rewarding 
fidelity.  To  effect  these  desirable  ends,  the  present  associates  agree  to 
be  governed,  as  a society,  by  the  following  By-Laws. 


BY-LAWS 


ARTICLE  I. 

NAME  AND  SEAL. 

Section  1.  The  name  of  this  Association,  as  specified  in  the  act 
of  incorporation,  shall  be  the  ^^Massachusetts  Charitable  Mechanic 
Association.^' 

Sect.  2.  The  Association  shall  have  a common  seal,  to  be  affixed 
to  all  documents  and  certificates  which  require  the  signature  of  the 
president. 


ARTICLE  II. 

QUALIFICATIONS  OF  MEMBERSHIP. 

Section  1.  Any  master  mechanic,  manufacturer,  engineer,  or 
architect  engaged  in  an  established  business  for  himself,  or  any  owner 
or  part  owner  who  is  also  an  executive  officer  of  an  established  manu- 
facturing, engineering,  or  other  allied  business,  may  be  eligible  to 
membership  in  this  Association. 


ARTICLE  III. 

CONDITIONS  OF  MEMBERSHIP. 

Section  1.  A person  to  become  a member  must  be  not  less  than 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  a citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America,  of 
good  moral  character,  in  good  health,  be  proposed  by  a member,  be 
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approved  by  a majority  of  the  Board  of  Government,  receive  three- 
fourths  of  the  votes  of  the  members  of  the  Association  present  and 
voting  at  a regular  called  meeting,  his  name  as  a candidate  being 
printed  on  the  notices  of  such  meeting,  and  within  three  months  sub- 
scribe his  name  to  the  By-Laws. 

Sect.  2.  The  fee  for  membership  shall  be  seventy-five  dollars  and 
must  accompany  the  application.  Each  member  not  a life  member 
shall  pay  an  annual  assessment  of  five  dollars,  due  January  first,  and 
must  be  paid  on  or  before  April  first. 

Sect.  3.  Every  person  becoming  a member  shall  in  addition  to  all 
the  privileges  of  membership,  be  entitled  to  a certificate  of  his  member- 
ship and  a copy  of  the  By-Laws  of  the  Association. 

Sect.  4.  Any  member  who  has  been  such  for  twenty-five  years  and 
has  paid  all  assessments,  shall  automatically  become  a life  member. 
Any  member  of  the  Association  may,  if  he  so  elects  at  any  time,  become 
a life  member  upon  the  payment  in  one  sum  of  seventy-five  dollars. 
Life  members  shall  be  exempt  from  annual  assessments,  but  shall  be 
subject  to  all  By-Laws  of  the  Association  and  to  all  special  assessments. 

Sect.  5.  When  a member,  not  indebted  to  this  Association,  shall 
tender  his  resignation  of  membership  in  writing,  the  Secretary  shall 
report  the  same  to  the  Board  of  Government  at  its  next  meeting  there- 
after, for  its  action. 

Sect.  6.  On  the  first  day  of  January,  in  any  year,  any  member 
who  shall  be  in  arrears  for  his  annual  dues  for  two  years  shall  there- 
upon, without  further  notice  or  action,  cease  to  be  a member  of  this 
Association;  and  the  Secretary  shall  report  the  fact  to  the  Board  of 
Government  at  its  next  meeting.  The  Board  of  Government  shall  cause 
the  fact  to  be  entered  upon  its  record  and  a notice  sent  to  the  dehnquent 
member.  In  case  any  former  member  so  dropped  shall,  within  one  year 
from  that  time,  pay  to  the  Association  the  amount  of  his  deliquency, 
together  with  the  sum  of  one  dollar  as  reinstatement  fee,  his  name,  with 
the  consent  of  the  Board  of  Government,  shall  be  restored  to  membership. 
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Sect.  7.  The  Board  of  Government  shall  have  power  at  any 
meeting,  by  a unanimous  vote  of  the  members  present,  on  written 
complaint  of  any  member  of  the  Association,  to  expel  any  member 
who  shall  be  adjudged  guilty  of  ungentlemanly  or  dishonorable  conduct, 
provided  that  the  complaint  shall  first  have  been  investigated  and 
report  sustained  by  a committee  of  the  Board  of  Government  appointed 
by  the  President  for  that  purpose;  and  that  the  offending  member  shall 
have  the  right  either  in  person  or  by  counsel  to  present  to  the  Board 
of  Government  a written  or  verbal  statement  giving  his  version  of  the 
alleged  facts  in  the  case,  together  with  any  evidence  which  the  Board 
of  Government  may  consider  sufficient.  But  the  member  so  expelled 
may  appeal  to  the  Association  at  any  time  mthin  one  year  from  such 
expulsion,  the  fact  that  such  appeal  will  be  made  being  printed  on  the 
notice  for  the  meeting,  and  the  member  may  be  reinstated  by  a vote 
of  three-fourths  of  the  members  present  and  voting. 

Sect.  8.  Such  persons  of  distinction  as  the  Board  of  Government 
shall  from  time  to  time  recommend,  may  be  admitted  as  honorary 
members  by  a vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  and  voting 
at  any  regular  meeting  of  the  Association.  They  shall  not  be  entitled 
to  any  of  the  pecuniary,  elective,  or  controlling  privileges  of  the 
Association,  and  shall  be  exempt  from  all  assessments. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

OFFICEKS  AND  COMMITTEES. 

Section  1.  The  officers  of  this  Association  shall  be  a President, 
a Vice-President,  and  thirteen  trustees,  who  shall  together  constitute 
the  ^^Board  of  Government  of  the  Massachusetts  Charitable  Mechanic 
Association^';  a Secretary-Treasurer  who  shall  be  the  same  person, 
an  Assistant-Secretary-Treasurer  who  shall  be  the  same  person,  a 
Committee  of  Relief,  a Committee  on  Finance,  a Committee  on  Build- 
ing, a Committee  on  Nominations  and  Trustees  of  the  Charity  Fund. 
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ARTICLE  V. 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

Section  1.  The  election  of  President,  Vice-President,  Secretary- 
Treasurer,  Assistant  Secretary-Treasurer,  Trustees  and  Committee  of 
Relief  shall  be  at  the  annual  meeting  on  the  third  Wednesday  of 
January,  by  written  votes,  a majority  making  a choice.  In  case  the 
Association  shall  fail  to  elect  all  or  any  of  its  officers  on  the  aforesaid 
day,  the  meeting  may  be  adjourned  from  time  to  time  until  such 
election  shall  be  completed;  provided,  however,  that  no  more  than 
ten  days  shall  intervene  from  one  adjournment  to  another. 

Section  2.  The  full  term  of  the  several  officers  and  committees 
shall  be  as  follows : President,  Vice-President,  Trustees  and  Committee 
of  Relief,  three  years  each;  Secretary-Treasurer  and  Assistant  Secretary- 
Treasurer,  one  year  each.  These  shall  be  elected  as  follows:  At  the 
Annual  meeting  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  January,  1899,  and  tri- 
ennially  thereafter,  the  President  and  Vice-President,  five  Trustees, 
and  three  members  of  the  Committee  of  Relief,  for  a term  of  three 
years  each;  and  at  each  intervening  year,  thereafter,  four  Trustees  and 
three  members  of  the  Committee  of  Relief,  for  a term  of  three  years 
each  The  Secretary-Treasurer  and  Assistant  Secretary-Treasurer  shall 
be  elected  annually.  Any  person  having  served  the  full  term  as 
President  shall  not  be  eligible  for  re-election  for  the  next  succeeding 
term.  In  case  of  any  vacancy,  the  Board  of  Government  shall  have 
the  power  to  fill  that  vacancy  until  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the 
Association,  when  a successor  shall  be  elected  for  the  remainder  of  the 
term,  notice  thereof  being  given  in  the  notice  of  the  meeting.  At  the 
Annual  meeting  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  January,  1950,  there  shall 
be  elected  three  Trustees  of  the  Charity  Fund;  one  to  serve  for  one  year, 
one  to  serve  for  two  years,  and  one  to  serve  for  three  years,  and  each 
year  thereafter,  one  Trustee  to  serv’^e  for  three  years,  and  on  said  date 
the  term  of  office  of  the  present  board  of  Trustees  shall  cease. 

Section  3.  The  Committee  on  Finance  and  the  Committee  on 
Building  respectively,  shall  consist  of  the  President,  Vice-President,  and 
three  Trustees,  the  elective  members  to  be  chosen  annually  by  the 
Board  of  Government  at  the  first  meeting  after  the  annual  election  by 
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written  votes,  a majority  making  a choice.  The  Committee  on  Nomi- 
nations shall  be  chosen  in  the  following  manner:  A Conunittee  of  three 
shall  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the  July  meeting  of  the  Association.  Said 
Committee  shall  prepare  and  present  to  the  October  meeting  a written 
ballot  containing  fifteen  names  as  candidates  for  the  Committee  on 
Nominations,  who  shall  be  voted  upon  at  said  meeting,  the  nine 
members  receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  to  be  elected  and 
declared  a Committee  on  Nominations.  Said  Committee  shall  report 
the  nominees  for  the  various  offices  at  the  January  meeting  of  the 
Association. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

BOARD  OF  GOVERNMENT. 

Section  1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Government  to 
superintend  the  prudential  affairs  of  the  Association,  and  pursue  such 
measures  as  in  their  judgement  will  tend  to  promote  its  best  interests, 
respectability,  and  prosperity.  They  shall  have  the  power  to  expend 
a sum  of  money,  not  exceeding  such  sums  as  shall  be  appropriated  by 
the  Association;  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  draw  on  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Association  for  the  same.  They  shall  approve  and 
pass  to  the  Treasurer  for  payment  such  bills  against  the  Association 
as  are  approved  by  the  Finance  Committee  and  Board  of  Government. 
They  may  correspond  with  other  associations  of  mechanics  and  man- 
ufacturers on  such  subjects  as  are  calculated  to  promote  the  general 
object  of  this  institution  and  shall  submit  such  correspondence  to  the 
Association  for  the  information  of  its  members.  They  shall  have  the 
power  to  remit  arrearages  to  unfortunate  members,  and  they  may 
report  to  the  Association,  annually,  all  remittances  made  by  them 
during  the  year.  They  shall  hold  at  least  one  meeting  in  each  month, 
excepting  the  months  of  July  and  August,  and  on  such  day  as  they 
designate  by  vote.  At  each  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Govern- 
ment they  shall  have  the  records  of  the  previous  meeting  read,  and 
when  correct,  approve  the  same. 

Sect.  2.  The  Board  of  Government  shall  make  a report  in  print 
to  be  sent  to  the  members  of  the  Association  with  the  report  of  the 
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annual  meeting;  said  report  to  comprise  a statement  of  property, 
indebtedness,  and  insurance,  and  such  other  information  relating  to 
the  present  condition  and  future  plans  and  prospects  of  the  Association 
as  may  be  deemed  of  interest  or  importance  to  the  members. 

Sect.  3.  All  appropriations  including  those  for  the  Committee  of 
Relief  shall  be  voted  by  the  Association  at  any  duly  called  meeting, 
but  notice  of  all  such  intended  appropriations  must  be  borne  on  the 
notice  of  the  meeting  at  which  they  are  to  be  acted  upon.  All  expend- 
itures shall  be  limited  to  such  appropriations  as  have  been  made  as 
aforesaid. 

Sect.  4.  The  Association  year  shall  be  held  to  begin  on  the  first 
day  of  January,  and  close  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  and  all 
financial  and  other  transactions,  records,  and  reports,  shall  correspond 
thereto. 

Sect.  5.  The  Board  of  Government  shall  select  the  persons  who 
shall  have  the  benefit  of  scholarships  at  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology,  as  given  and  provided  by  the  will  of  Charles  R.  McLean, 
late  of  Boston,  Mass.,  deceased,  and  shall  from  time  to  time  give  orders 
to  the  Trustees  of  the  Charity  Fund  of  this  corporation  for  the  payment 
of  the  income  of  said  fund. 


ARTICLE  VIL 

DUTIES  OF  OFFICERS  AND  COMMITTEES. 

Section  1.  The  President,  as  the  executive  officer,  shall  preside 
at  all  meetings  of  the  Association  and  Board  of  Government.  He  shall 
sign  all  documents  and  certificates  issued  by  the  Association  or  Board 
of  Government.  As  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Building  he  shall 
sign  all  leases  and  contracts  of  the  Association.  He  shall  cause  to  be 
read  the  journal  of  proceedings  at  the  meetings  of  the  Association  and 
Board  of  Government.  He  shall  have  power  to  appoint  such  admin- 
istrative and  clerical  officers,  and  employ  such  other  labor  as  he  may 
deem  necessary,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Government, 
their  compensation  to  be  fixed  by  the  Finance  Committee.  He  shall 
purchase  or  cause  to  be  purchased,  all  supplies  for  the  use  of  the 
Association  and  shall  approve  all  bills.  He  shall  be  chairman  of  the 
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Committees  on  Finance  and  Building.  He  shall  fix  the  hour  and  place 
for  all  meetings  of  the  Association  and  Board  of  Government. 

Sect.  2.  In  the  absence  of  the  President,  the  Vice-President  shall 
perform  all  the  duties  pertaining  to  that  office.  He  shall  be  a member 
of  the  Finance  and  Building  Committees.  In  the  absence  of  the 
President  and  Vice-President,  a president  'pro  tern  shall  be  chosen  to 
preside. 

Sect.  3.  The  Treasurer  or  Assistant  Treasurer  shall  be  intrusted 
with  all  the  property  of  the  Association  not  otherwise  provided  for. 
He  shall,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
from  time  to  time  invest  the  funds  of  the  Association  in  such  manner 
as  may  be  deemed  best.  He  shall  report  Annually  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  of  the  Association  and  the  amount  of  uninvested  assets 
remaining  in  his  care.  He  shall  pay  no  money  without  authority 
therefor  from  the  Committee  on  Finance  excepting  such  payments  as 
are  specifically  provided  in  these  By-Laws.  His  accounts  shall  at  all 
times  be  subject  to  their  inspection.  The  Treasurer  and  Assistant 
Treasurer  shall  give  such  bond  with  sureties,  for  the  faithful  discharge 
of  their  trusts,  as  shall  be  required  by  the  Board  of  Government,  and 
their  compensation  shall  be  fixed  by  that  Board.  The  business  office 
of  the  Treasurer  or  Assistant  Treasurer  shall  be  permanently  located 
in  the  Headquarters  of  the  Association,  and  the  office  of  the  Treasurer  or 
Assistant  Treasurer  shall  be  open  for  the  transaction  of  the  business  of 
the  Association  during  business  hours.  The  Treasurer  of  the  Association 
shall  act  as  Treasurer  of  all  Committees  and  Trustees  not  otherwise 
provided  for.  No  money  due  this  Association  excepting  the  fees  for 
admission,  life  membership  fees,  assessments,  and  annual  dues  shall  be 
collected,  nor  any  receipt  given  therefor,  by  any  one  except  the  Treas- 
urer or  Assistant  Treasurer,  and  no  payments  shall  be  made  except  by 
one  of  these  officials;  provided,  however,  that  the  Treasurer  or  Assistant 
Treasurer  may  delegate  to  some  competent  person  the  duty  of  collecting 
any  sums  which  may  become  due  the  Association,  said  sums  to  be  paid 
to  the  Treasurer  or  Assistant  Treasurer  and  the  amount  so  received 
entered  upon  the  Treasurer’s  books  and  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
received.  The  Treasurer  shall  pay  monthly  all  itemized  bills  against 
the  Association  which  have  been  contracted  by  the  President  or  some 
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authorized  committee,  approved  by  the  Committee  on  Finance  and 
Board  of  Government.  He  shall  honor  drafts  of  the  Board  of  Govern- 
ment. He  shall  honor  the  drafts  of  the  Committee  of  Relief  monthly, 
as  called  for  by  their  warrants  signed  by  a majority  of  the  Committee. 
In  case  the  Board  of  Government  shall  find  the  Treasurer  unable  from 
any  cause  to  perform  these  duties,  they  shall  devolve  upon  the  Assistant 
Treasurer,  who  is  hereby  invested  with  like  duties,  powers,  and  respon- 
sibilities, and  at  such  time  his  compensation  for  such  services  shall  be 
fixed  by  the  Board  of  Government. 

Sect.  4.  The  Secretary  shall  hold  the  common  seal  and  affix  the 
same,  and  keep  a correct  record  of  the  proceedings  at  all  meetings  of 
the  Association  and  Board  of  Government.  He  shall  issue  all  notifica- 
tions for  meetings  of  the  Association,  Board  of  Government,  or  com- 
mittees, and  in  the  notifications  to  the  Association  he  shall  state  the 
object  of  the  meeting,  and  any  special  business  to  be  acted  upon, 
including  in  the  notice  for  the  annual  meeting  a list  of  candidates 
selected  by  the  Nominating  Committee.  He  shall  furnish  the  chairman 
and  members  of  each  committee  with  the  vote  of  their  appointment, 
and  act  as  clerk  to  committees  whenever  required.  He  shall  notify 
each  candidate  for  membership  of  his  admission  or  rejection  within 
ten  days  thereafter.  He  shall  notify  each  member  of  his  indebtedness 
to  the  Association,  collect  the  membership  fees,  dues  and  all  asses- 
ments,  paying  the  same  to  the  Treasurer  and  taking  a receipt  therefor. 
Upon  receipt  of  the  resignation  of  a member  he  shall,  at  the  next 
regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Government,  report  the  same  for  its 
action.  He  shall  remove  the  name  of  any  member  in  arrears  from  the 
list  of  members,  as  provided  in  Section  7,  Article  III.  He  shall  report 
annually  the  number  of  members  at  the  beginning  of  the  past  calendar 
year,  number  of  new  members,  deaths,  resignations,  and  discharges 
during  the  year,  showing  the  number  of  members  at  the  commencement 
of  the  present  calendar  year,  how  many  of  them  are  life  members,  and 
the  number  of  honorary  members.  He  shall  report  the  number  of 
meetings  held  by  the  Board  of  Government  and  Committee  of  Relief 
during  the  year,  and  the  average  attendance  at  the  same.  He  shall 
act  as  clerk  of  the  Committee  of  Rehef,  keeping  a detailed  account  of 
all  sums  paid  to  each  member  of  the  Committee  and  a record  of  the 
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names  of  all  beneficiaries,  with  the  amounts  paid  individually  to  each 
monthly,  and  such  other  records  as  the  Committee  may  determine. 
As  soon  as  he  receives  notice  of  the  death  of  a member  he  shall  notify 
the  Treasurer  of  the  fact,  stating  the  indebtedness  of  the  member,  if 
any.  He  shall  insert  in  one  or  more  daily  newspapers  a notice  of  the 
time  and  place  of  the  funeral,  when  feasible.  He  shall  prepare  brief 
biographical  notices  of  all  deceased  members  for  the  annual  reports. 
He  shall  exhibit  to  the  Finance  Committee,  annually,  a statement  of 
his  receipts  and  payments,  with  the  vouchers,  and  his  accounts  shall 
at  all  times  be  opened  to  their  inspection.  He  shall  receive  such  com- 
pensation for  his  services  as  the  Board  of  Government  may  deem  proper; 
and  the  Board  of  Government  may  require  him  to  give  a bond  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  his  duties.  In  case  the  Board  of  Government 
shall  find  the  Secretary  unable  from  any  cause  to  perform  these  duties, 
they  shall  devolve  upon  the  Assistant  Secretary,  who  is  hereby  invested 
and  empowered  with  like  duties,  powers,  and  responsibilities,  and  at 
such  time  his  compensation  for  such  services  shall  be  fixed  by  the 
Board  of  Government. 

Sect.  5.  The  Charity  Fund  already  established  shall  be  maintained 
by  the  Trustees  of  said  fund  and  their  successors  the  income  of  which 
may  be  expended  in  maintaining  the  charitable  work  of  the  Association 
as  now  or  hereafter  may  be  provided  by  the  By-Laws.  All  money 
belonging  to  this  fund  shall  be  invested  by  the  Trustees  in  such  securities 
only  as  are  prescribed  by  the  statute  for  the  investment  of  Savings 
Banlcs  of  this  Commonwealth.  The  Trustees  of  this  fund  shall  from 
the  accumulated  interest  thereof,  reimburse  the  general  fund  of  the 
Association  for  all  expenditures  made  by  the  general  fund  for  the 
Committee  of  Relief.  The  Trustees  of  this  fund  shall  add  the  accumu- 
lated interest,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  the  principal  as  often  as  may  be 
found  practicable.  For  adequate  cause  any  Trustee  may  be  removed 
at  any  regular  meeting  of  the  Association  by  a vote  of  three-fourths  of 
the  members  present  and  voting,  provided  that  notice  of  such  proposed 
action  is  given  on  the  notices  of  such  meeting.  Any  Trustee  who  from 
any  cause  ceases  to  be  a member  of  the  Association  shall  thereupon 
cease  to  be  a Trustee.  The  Trustees  shall  make  a written  report  of 
the  condition  of  their  trust  at  each  annual  meeting  of  the  Association, 
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their  accounts  having  first  been  audited  by  the  Finance  Committee  or 
by  a Certified  Public  Accountant  employed  by  them  for  that  purpose. 
The  Trustees  of  the  Charity  Fund  shall  act  as  Trustees  of  the  sum  of 
eight  thousand  dollars  bequeathed  to  this  corporation  by  the  will  of 
Charles  R.  McLean  to  be  known  as  the  Charles  R.  McLean  Fund, 
shall  keep  the  same  safely  invested  and  pay  out  the  income  thereof 
upon  the  order  of  the  Board  of  Government  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  of  said  will.  Any  part  of  the  principal  of  the  Charity  Fund 
which  is  not  restricted  by  the  terms  of  a specific  bequest  shall  be 
transferred  by  the  Trustees  of  this  Fund  to  the  general  fund  in  the 
hands  of  the  Treasurer,  if  the  Trustees  of  the  Charity  Fund  shall  be 
so  ordered  by  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  and  voting 
at  any  meeting  of  the  Association,  provided  that  notice  of  such  pro- 
posed action  is  given  on  notices  of  said  meeting,  and  provided  further 
that  the  amount  of  such  proposed  transfer  shall  have  been  previously 
recommended  by  the  Board  of  Government  at  any  meeting  of  said 
Board. 

Sect.  6.  The  income  derived  from  the  Shattuck  Fund  shall  be 
deposited  in  a Savings  Bank  approved  by  the  Finance  Committee,  and 
the  disposition  of  the  same  shall  be  vested  in  the  Board  of  Government, 
but  its  use  shall  be  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  contained  in  the  will 
of  Dr.  George  C.  Shattuck. 

Sect.  7.  The  Committee  of  Relief  shall  consist  of  nine  members, 
of  whom  five  shall  constitute  a quorum.  They  shall  meet  at  least  once 
in  each  month,  excepting  in  the  months  of  July,  August,  and  September. 

Sect.  8.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  of  Relief  to  receive 
and  act  upon  all  petitions  for  relief,  and,  on  application,  to  extend  aid 
to  all  such  members  or  their  dependents,  as  may  in  their  judgment  be 
in  need  of  such  assistance.  The  Committee  may  extend  aid  to  minor 
children  of  deceased  members  until  such  time  as  they  should  become 
self-supporting,  and  shall  have  discretionary  power  in  cases  of  necessity 
to  grant  aid  to  children  remaining  single  after  attaining  their  majority 
and  to  widowed  daughters  of  members  who  have  been  left  destitute. 
Permanent  action  shall  not  be  taken  on  any  application  for  aid  unless 
at  a regular  or  special  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Relief.  Any  case 
considered  by  the  Committee  on  Rehef  as  deserving  and  not  covered 
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by  these  by-laws  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Government  and 
their  decision  shall  be  final.  A written  report  on  the  case  shall  be 
submitted  in  such  form  as  the  Committee  from  time  to  time  may 
determine.  In  case  of  the  death  of  a beneficiary  of  this  Association, 
in  destitute  circumstances,  the  members  of  the  Committee  of  Relief 
having  the  case  in  charge  may  make  proper  arrangement  for  the  funeral, 
and  with  the  consent  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee,  may  draw 
upon  the  funds  of  the  Committee  for  a part  or  the  whole  of  the  actual 
money  expended  in  providing  a suitable  burial  for  the  deceased. 
They  shall  draw  upon  the  Treasurer  of  the  Association  for  such  sums 
as  they  may  determine  by  vote  from  month  to  month  (within  the 
appropriation)  which  are  required  for  the  payments  to  beneficiaries. 
They  shall  make  a written  report  of  their  doings  and  lay  the  same 
before  the  Association  at  the  annual  meeting,  omitting,  however,  the 
names  of  all  beneficiaries.  They  shall  elect  one  of  their  number  to  act 
as  chairman  for  the  year.  They  shall  submit  all  their  records  and 
accounts  to  the  Board  of  Government  when  desired.  The  accounts  of 
each  member  and  of  the  Secretary  shall  be  audited  by  the  Finance 
Committee  of  the  Association  prior  to  the  annual  meeting. 

Sect.  9.  The  Committee  on  Finance  shall  have  the  general  over- 
sight of  the  finances  of  the  Association,  examine  its  expenditures,  and, 
if  found  coT-rect,  approve  the  same.  They  shall  examine  the  accounts 
of  the  Treasurer,  Secretary,  Committee  of  Relief,  and  Trustees  of  the 
Charity  Fund,  as  often  as  they  may  elect,  either  as  a committee,  or 
individually,  and  annually  by  the  employment  of  a Certified  Public 
Accountant,  rendering  a report  to  the  Association  at  the  annual 
meeting.  They  shall  advise  with  the  Treasurer  respecting  investment 
of  funds,  borrowing  and  expending  money,  and  he  must  have  their 
approval  before  acting.  They  shall  hold  at  least  one  meeting  in  each 
month  on  the  day  of  and  preceding  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Government,  except  during  the  months  of  July  and  August. 

Sect.  10.  The  Committee  on  Building,  consisting  of  the  President, 
Vice-President,  and  three  Trustees,  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  real 
estate  and  furnishings  of  the  Association  with  power  to  let  or  lease 
such  portion  as  they  may  deem  expedient.  The  leases  for  any  term 
over  thirty  days,  excepting  for  storage  purposes,  shall  be  submitted  to 
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the  Board  of  Government  for  approval.  The  basement  may  be  used 
for  the  storage  of  such  merchandise  as  will  not  increase  the  insurance 
risk  or  rate.  They  shall  have  authority  to  make  ordinary  repairs,  but 
in  case  any  particular  item  of  repair  is  estimated  to  exceed  five  hundred 
dollars,  it  shall  first  be  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Government  for 
approval.  The  regular  meeting  of  this  Committee  shall  be  held  during 
the  week  of  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Government,  a majority 
making  a quorum.  The  Secretary  of  the  Association  shall  act  as  clerk 
and  shall  keep  a record  of  all  transactions  of  this  committee. 

Sect.  11.  The  Committee  on  Nominations,  consisting  of  nine 
members,  shall  nominate  one  candidate  for  each  elective  office,  to  be 
filled  at  the  next  annual  meeting.  They  shall  organize  by  the  election 
of  a chairman  and  clerk  from  their  number;  and  each  candidate,  so 
nominated,  shall  be  notified  of  his  nomination,  and  his  acceptance  be 
received  before  presenting  his  name  to  the  Association. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

MEETINGS. 

Section  1.  The  regular  meetings  of  the  Association  shall  be  held 
on  the  third  Wednesdays  in  January,  April,  July,  and  October,  at  such 
time  and  place  in  Boston  as  the  President  shall  direct;  but  should 
circumstances  occur  to  render  it  expedient,  the  President,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  Board  of  Government,  may  call  a meeting  on  a 
prior  or  subsequent  day. 

Sect.  2.  Special  meetings  of  the  Association  shall  be  called  by  the 
President  whenever  a majority  of  the  Board  of  Government  shall  deem 
it  expedient,  or  whenever  an  application  therefor  shall  be  made  by 
twenty  members  in  writing. 

Sect.  3.  The  regular  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Government  shall 
be  held  monthly,  at  such  time  and  place  as  they  shall  direct,  the 
President  calling  special  meetings  as  he  may  elect. 

Sect.  4.  Printed  notices  of  all  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Govern- 
ment and  Committees  shall  be  sent  by  mail,  or  otherwise,  to  the  last 
known  address  of  each  member  thereof,  at  least  three  days  before  the 
date  of  the  meeting,  and  the  regular  and  special  meetings  of  the 
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Association  at  least  one  week  before  the  date  of  the  meeting.  Any- 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Government  or  any  Committee  at  which  all 
the  members  of  the  same  are  present  shall  be  a legal  meeting  despite 
the  lack  of  regular  notice.  The  Committee  of  Relief  and  the  Committee 
on  Finance  shall  meet  monthly  except  as  provided  by  the  By-Laws. 
The  Committee  on  Nominations  shall  meet  during  the  months  of 
November  and  December,  and  until  their  duties  are  completed. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

KULES  OF  ORDER. 

Section  1.  At  all  meetings  of  the  Association  or  Board  of  Govern- 
ment the  members  shall  be  called  to  order  within  five  minutes  after 
the  time  named  in  the  notice  for  the  meeting,  provided  a quorum  is 
present;  to  form  which  seven  members  shall  be  necessary  in  the  Board 
of  Government,  and  twenty-five  members  of  the  Association. 

Sect.  2.  The  presiding  officer  shall  have  power,  and  it  shall  be  his 
duty  to  regulate  the  deliberative  proceedings  of  the  Association  and 
Board  of  Government  agreeably  to  parliamentary  usage,  as  laid  down 
in  Cushing’s  Manual. 

Sect.  3.  No  sectarian,  political,  or  other  subject  foreign  to  the 
purpose  of  this  Association  shall  be  introduced  at  any  meeting  called 
for  business. 


ARTICLE  X. 

REWARDS  OF  MERIT. 

Section  1.  To  reward  industry,  fidelity,  and  correct  habits,  the 
Association  decrees  that  when  any  young  persons,  graduates  of  any 
estabhshed  school  of  mechanic  arts,  a trades  school,  or  other  industrial 
institution  engaged  in  the  work  of  teaching  to  young  people  a practical 
knowledge  of  any  mechanical  trade  or  calling,  shall  produce  a certificate 
from  the  president,  principal,  or  head  master  of  such  school,  or  other 
institution,  certifiying  that  they  have  behaved  with  fidelity  and  atten- 
tion, that  they  have  made  such  progress  in  the  theory  and  practice  of 
the  particular  branch  of  mechanics  in  which  they  have  been  instructed 
as  will  enable  them  to  perform  such  work  in  a thorough  and  workman- 
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like  manner,  and  have  not  violated  any  agreement  made  by  them,  the 
Board  of  Government  may  direct  that  such  persons  be  furnished  with 
a certificate  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  Association,  signed  by  the 
President  and  Vice-President,  and  attested  by  the  Secretary;  which 
certificates  shall  be  in  the  following  terms: 

Massachusetts  Chakitable  Mechanic  Association. 

MECHANICS  BUILDING,  BOSTON,  MASS. 

To  all  who  shall  see  these  'presents:  Greeting: 

Whereas .of 

has  presented  to  us  the  certificate  of 

of setting  forth  that  the  said 

has  faithfully  discharged  the  duties 

and  fulfilled  his  engagements  in  the  above-named  institution,  pursuing 
the  branch  of  study  devoted  to  the  theory  and  practice  of  the  trade  of 

in  which  he  has  become  reasonably  proficient,  and 

that  he  recommends  him  as  worthy  the  countenance  of  the  Association. 

Therefore,  We,  the  President  and  Vice-President,  in  behalf  of  said 
Association,  do  grant  him  this  certificate  of  our  approbation,  and  do 
recommend  him  to  the  notice,  encouragement,  protection,  and  patron- 
age of  all  persons  in  all  countries  where  he  may  sojourn. 

In  testimony  whereof  we  have  caused  the  seal  of  our  Association  to 
be  attached  to  these  presents,  and  signed  the  same  this 


day  of in  the  year  of  our  Lord 

and  in  the year  of  our  Association. 


President, 


[seal] 


Attest: 


Vice-President. 

Secretary, 
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Sect.  2.  When  any  person  who  has  served  a regular  apprenticeship 
at  any  mechanical  trade  shall  produce  a certificate  from  their  employers 
of  the  character  above  referred  to,  the  Board  of  Government  may 
direct  that  a certificate  of  the  tenor  above  described  be  issued  to  them, 
signed  and  sealed  as  above  set  forth. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

EXHIBITIONS. 

Section  1.  As  it  is  compatible  with  our  act  of  incorporation,  the 
good  of  society,  and  in  keeping  with  the  aims  and  objects  we  have  in 
view,  the  Association  may,  from  time  to  time,  when  the  state  of  its 
finances  will  warrant,  encourage  and  promote  inventions,  discoveries, 
and  improvements  in  the  arts  and  sciences  by  the  granting  of  such 
medals  or  certificates  for  ingenuity,  superior  workmanship,  or  the 
manifest  advance  in  any  department  of  industry,  skill,  or  art,  as  the 
Board  of  Government  shall  deem  expedient. 

Sect.  2.  In  case  the  Association  shall  vote  to  hold  an  Exhibition 
the  Board  of  Government  shall  constitute  a Board  of  Managers,  who 
shall  have  full  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  and  control  of  all  its  affairs, 
with  power  to  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  for  the  conduct 
of  the  Exhibition. 


ARTICLE  XII. 

AMENDMENT  OR  REPEAL  OF  THESE  BY-LAWS. 

Section  1.  The  foregoing  By-Laws  may  be  amended  or  repealed 
whenever  three-fourths  of  the  members  present  and  voting  at  any 
meeting  of  the  Association  shall  so  determine;  but  no  such  alteration 
shall  be  made  unless  the  subject  shall  have  been  proposed  at  a previous 
meeting,  and  in  the  meantime  referred  to  a committee  whose  report  in 
detail  shall  be  borne  upon  the  notices  for  the  meeting  at  which  it  is  to 
be  considered. 

Sect.  2.  All  former  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Association 
inconsistent  with  these  By-Laws  are  hereby  repealed. 
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